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raine. Bismarck, nevertheless, suggested an international conference, and after some further bickering this face-saving device was accepted by all the governments concerned. Gorchakov, probably under the influence of Brunnow, who took a pessimistic view of the situation, adopted a conciliatory tone without, however, abandoning the Russian demands. He assured Granville that all that Russia really wanted was "the abrogation of a theoretical principle without immediate application." To make things more palatable to England and the other Powers, the invitation to the conference was sent fton the express understanding that it should be in no way prejudiced by any previous assumption as to the result of its deliberations."
The seven-Powers conference (Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Great Britain, Italy, and Turkey) met in London in January, 1871. The German plenipotentiary, Count Albrecht Berastorff, a personal friend of the Russian delegate Brunnow, was instructed by Bismarck to work in close cooperation with his Russian colleague. The conference began its labors by issuing a pusillanimous declaration to the effect that international engagements could not be modified "unless with the consent of the contracting Powers by means of an amicable agreement." Brunnow signed the declaration only after referring it to Gorchakov and on condition that it would not operate retroactively. This bit of diplomatic chinoiserie safely out of the way, the conference settled down to its real business, the ratification of Russia's unilateral repudiation of the Black Sea clauses. By the treaty of March 13, 1871, N.S., the pertinent articles of the Treaty of Paris were abrogated; the principle of the closing of the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles was maintained but the sultan was given authority to open them in time of peace to warships of friendly and allied Powers "in case the Sublime Porte should judge it necessary in order to secure the execution of the stipulations of the treaty of Paris"; the other provisions of the 1856 treaty were "renewed and confirmed." Both Russia and Turkey were thenceforth free to maintain navies in the Black Sea and fortifications and arsenals on its shores. Russian amour propre was gratified, and Gorchakov was rewarded with the title of Highness. The other consequences of Russian diplomatic victory were less pleasing. The improvement in Russo-Turkish relations which Gorchakov had professed to anticipate failed to materialize. Gladstone and Granville were bitterly attacked in the British parliament and press for a shameful surrender to Russian threats. Anti-Russian feeling in England,